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LET’S DISCUSS:

Q1: how many countries are in the world?

Q2: Did these countries exist before?

Q3: How were they called?
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Q4: Was there any life there? Justi
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Q5: How do we W
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Read the following script and then answer the question below:

il SEN
Dr. Victor skip, a historian, is answering questions about the ancient , §

civilizations during a radio broadcast.

g -

)

Radio interviewer: I'll start with a tricky question, if you dnn’t.. H

many civilizations has the world known so far?

Dr. Skipp: Well, historians don’t agree on the exact number ding to

some of them, there have been 26 or 27 civilizations on @,‘-;" |
Sun SR o

Radio interviewer: And which one is the world’s ear

\' Z4
Dr. Skipp: the world’s earliest civilization is prolak s SuUmerian N

civilization. It flourished on the banks of t ’4@ and the Euphrates rivers

in Mesopotamia. (Present day Irag).about ?\y- s ago. As for the

Egyptian cnwllzatmn, it emerged about,5,00C ago. It was based on the

Nile Valley. Then came the Indusvalley civilization about 4,500 years ago

—_—
and the Chinese civilization am ! r valley of the Yellow river about

4,200 years ago. A
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Radio interviewer: what about what is known as Ancient Greek ))
.f-—-"? 3)"
n nt!reek civilization started in the Island of Crete

- -..--" ‘l——-l""-

o and then spread to mainland Greece wh

civilization?

flourished proximately 150B.C.

Radio interviewer: Now, what about the New World? Did am,‘vilizatiun

emerge there! Q\
ion enje

‘h-_.-—-l-—ll'

Central America, and so did the Chavin civiliz

Peru, That was much earlier than the May
—
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Radio interviewer: Right. How can you explain that practically all of the

civilizations you have mentioned developed around rivers?
——

Dr. Skipp: That's a good point. If you allow me, I'll begin by defining w
rt

living in cities”. But before the first cities could be built, and with them t

we exactly mean by civilization. | would say that civilization is

earliest civilizations, people ha__fljz learn how to farm the land, tame wild

animals, and live the simple life nffarmmg uillage Wha ne thapthe

foundations of civilization were first Ialcl by farmers 1“ d
‘%

naturally, where could these farmers find a more f ultivate

and sustain city life than on the banks of riversNi

Euphrates, or the Nile? ®

Radio interviewer: And | suppose that it G-}  ~.

for civilization to become “visible” slop on the banks of these
rivers? ‘ 0 K K
.\ " - S l ?
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e taken quit a long time Wj UNJ
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— Dr. Skipp: That's right. Let’s e of the Sumerian civilization. As A - alauwall g publall &unnll cals
~ you can imagine, har in Mesupntamia even at that time. Sg
~away from the rivers th s too dry for farming. On the other

every year the rivers flood hich meant that, close to then

e

ent swamp. In some places there was too little water,

land was a

if progress from village life to city In‘e was to be made,

the Sum o control a great river. This they we

etod ‘
~ Firstly, they'built huge banks on both sides of the Eu \@g&zen &ﬁ'ﬂ"

at flood time, it could be contained within its own hed. they k:) J '.\

servoirs and

JjGo Copx{uct
(
\J
AN~

Y-4) dams to control the distribution of wate
'—-..‘_‘_._-_-'

- Radio interviewer: | imagine that before the %ans were able to build
their cities and develop their civilization, th j had other difficulties to \
S

H N ;T

overcome. » \1[-:} . = i{m A
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Dr. Skipp: Certainly. For example the Sumerian had to import many raw
materials necessary for civilized life because they were not available in

Mesopotamia. They imported these raw materials from differen liti

-

Sumerians had no money. But their farming was so efficient by this time

of the world situated in Syria, Oman, Afghanistan, and evenin E

that the land was producing far more than the inhabitants actually need

BTe

for themselves. So they used to barter their products, exchangir

sk 3 K S

g th
()

own surplus of corn and dates, leather, wool and po =ty ¥o

e o —_— "
they needed. 'ajg )jo-di bj\?)xula:a)\ .

Radio intervieweri | see. Another questinn

—

Dr. Skipp: Please, go ahead.
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~ cave life to civilization had tz

- Dr. Skipp: Well, the explanation

. For the most part, progress from

peaceful and settled conditions.

hese civilized countries were_invac

their peopl corne too soft and easvgnmg as aresult result o hEII‘
- I-_-"'--!—-—l-
wealth ity. The muaders, on the other hand t hev
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1- What are the 5 major civilizations in the world?

_:I-.-.l’-.‘,L.5.u.mﬂ:.ﬁhﬁn:gf_'gﬁ\.lmjhﬂ&.n&uh.u..c:.., L.
md’h*ﬂ% "" 't e Y 3" Ql\‘f'.t. """""

2- Where and when did these civilizations emerge?
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"“') 5 Huw many stages dld the ancient ::lwllzatlnn pass thrnugh?‘
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6- Classify the following words with their synonyms: Emerge,

—

evolve, develop, collapse, originate, decline, spread,

decay/ to ruins, vanish, mature, disappear, start, beg'num

e —

expand. )l_/’:i \

Rise Flourish
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